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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN AGRICULTURAL :
NEED TO FOCUS

Holkar Deepa K.,
B.R.D. Arts and Commerce Mahila Mahavidyalaya,

Nashik Road. Nashik,

The concept of sustainable development is by no means a new concept for Indians.
Indian literature dating back to called Vedic times has number of references in respect to
sustainable use of water, forest, animals, land and many other living resources, Rapid
growth of industries all over the world has helpad realize the importance of Sustainable
-~ development.

The term sustainable development was first used by world conservation strategy
presented by the International Union for the conservation of nature and natural resources in
1980, It was defined for the first time in the Brunt land Report of the world commission on
environment and development (1987) sustainable development is the development that
meets the needs of the present generation without compromising the needs of future
generations to meet their own needs. The sustainability of development has multiple
dimensions and cach with specific managemem challenges. In the last century, the
sustainability of development was perceived as triple bottom line social, economic and
environmental; *“The people, planet and profit” developing on the concept,

“Sustainable agriculture is a system that can involve indefinitely towards greater human
utility, greater efficiency of resources use and a balance with environment which is
> favorable to humans and most other species™ Harwood 1990,
Agriculture continues to play a predominant role in influencing the overall performance of
the Indian economy. There has been a distinct slow down in agricultural growth during the
past two decades. By the year 2003-04, only 35.3% of the net sown area of 140.9 million
hectares was utilized for double cropping. further, even after five decades of planning.
Crop diversification in favor of remunerative cash-crops in quite insignificant. which can
be understood from the fact that 64.7% of total gross cropped area of 190.6 million hectares
was under grain crops during the year 2003-04. Between 1990-91 and 2006-07, the annual
rate of growth of food grains production at 1.2% was lower than that of population at 1.9%.
The share of agriculture in the GDP has a steady decline from 36.4% in 1982-83 to 18 5%
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